
 

 

PRESS RELEASE  
AFA and CPA Australia Release ASEAN ESG Focus Group Report 2025  

to Support Regional Sustainability Transition 

 
The ASEAN Federation of Accountants (AFA), in collaboration with CPA Australia, 
has released the ASEAN ESG Focus Group Report 2025, a regional publication that 
brings together perspectives from business leaders, accounting professionals, 
regulators, and sustainability practitioners across ASEAN. The report reflects insights 
from the third joint AFA–CPA Australia ESG Focus Group Discussion and highlights 
the shared commitment of both organisations to supporting the region’s transition 
toward more credible and consistent sustainability practices. 

 As global expectations on sustainability 
continue to rise, ASEAN economies are 
facing increasing pressure to improve 
how environmental, social, and 
governance (ESG) issues are managed 
and reported. The report shows that while 
ESG awareness in ASEAN is growing, 
implementation remains uneven. 
Differences in regulatory readiness, 
institutional capacity, and business 
maturity mean that companies across the 
region are progressing at different 
speeds, particularly when responding to 
international trade and investment 
requirements linked to sustainability. 

Discussions captured in the report 
highlight ongoing challenges in 
developing reliable ESG data, especially 
in measuring and reporting value-chain 
and Scope 3 emissions. Participants also 
noted that fragmented ESG frameworks 
across ASEAN create additional 

complexity for businesses operating across borders. These conditions underline the 
importance of continued dialogue between regulators, professional bodies, and 
industry players to ensure that ESG requirements remain practical, proportionate, and 
aligned with regional realities. 

The adoption of the International Sustainability Standards Board (ISSB) standards 
was a key theme throughout the discussions. The report emphasises the need for 
phased implementation approaches that take into account differences in capacity 
across ASEAN member states, while also ensuring that ESG reporting moves beyond 
a voluntary exercise. In this context, accountants and finance professionals are 
increasingly recognised as playing a critical role in integrating ESG considerations 
into business strategy, risk management, and decision-making. 



 

 

The ASEAN ESG Focus Group Report 2025 is intended to serve as a practical 
reference for policymakers, regulators, professional accountancy organisations, and 
businesses. By consolidating regional insights and experiences, the report aims to 
support future policy development, regulatory improvements, and capacity-building 
efforts, helping ASEAN strengthen its position within global sustainability and 
sustainable finance frameworks. 

 
About AFA (ASEAN Federation of Accountants) 
 
AFA (www.afa-accountants.org) was organised on 12 March 1977, to serve as the 
umbrella organisation for the recognised national Professional Accountancy 
Organisations (PAOs) ofthe Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
Member States. Our ten Primary Members collectively represent a regional network 
of more than 200,000 accountants in ASEAN jurisdictions, supported by a global 
network of Associate Members with around 2million members and students worldwide. 
AFA is an accredited Civil Society Organisation of ASEAN recognized under the 
ASEAN Charter and a Regional Network Partner of the International Federation of 
Accountants (IFAC). 
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For media inquiries, please contact: 

Janoearto Alamsyah (Executive Director, AFA) 

E: Janoearto@iaiglobal.or.id, afa@afa-accountants.org 

W: www.afa-accountants.org | T: +62 21 31904232 ext. 700 

Twitter: @AFA_Accountants 

LinkedIn, Facebook, and YouTube: ASEAN Federation of Accountants 
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